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To maintain respect for the Deity, one should keep his clothes
clean and wear them properly and not allow the view of the deity
to be hindered or let his blanket hinder the view of another devotee
who is in the temple.

20. To revile another before the Deity;

One should not abuse others either before the Deity or outside
the temple. One should not speak ill nor think ill of another man.
This is the ancient adage. By reviling another man, one reviles
himself. One becomes impure.

21. To extol another before the Deity;

As the Deity is the highest genus sought for and being the
object of concentration, nobody should praise an ordinary person
or anyone else before the Deity. One should mutter prayer to
the Deity but not sing praises of anybody else before the Deity.

22. To utter indecent words before the Deity:

23. To fast before the Deity:

This is prohibited even in tlie scriptures. There was one
occasion when a political fast was resorted to. On the example
of great men fasting, many people started fast even for material
purposes.  If a great man does anything objectionable the
world also is inclined to follow the same. Fasting before the Deity
for material or spiritual purposes is not considered religious. It
is hoped this aspect of fasting will be looked at in its proper
perspective.

24. To worship the Lord with ordinary material even when
one can afford to offer Him more valuable articles;

On occasions, when preparations are made for making offerings
to the Deity, people purchase inferior ghee while they themselves
use superior ghee for dining purposes. This is most objectionable.
We must offer the best available to the Lord and after offering,
we may take the same. Under no circumstances should we indiffer-
ently offer inferior articles to the Deity when we can afford to
offer more valuable articles.